
 

Economic snapshot: Sekhukhune, Limpopo  
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Base data (Based on the Stats SA 2001 Census, unless indicated otherwise) 

* Percentage population aged 15 to 64 
 
Private sector performance: Key sector overview 
 
Mining  Mining is the single largest contributor to GDP (some 32%), but employs only 8% of the node’s 

working population. Sekhukhune has the world’s largest deposits of platinum group metals. There are 
15 operational mines and the node accounts for 58%, 50% and 36% of the global production of 
vanadium, platinum group metals and chrome, respectively. Currently, the benefits to the node, in 
particular in respect of employment are limited. Possible causes include the lack of technically skilled 
people as well as the limited beneficiation and spin-off businesses in the node. Opportunities exist to 
create related and supporting businesses such as mining-support services, accommodation and retail. 

 
Agriculture Even though the agricultural sector contributes little to GDP (only some 2.4%), it employs 16% of the 

population. Several products are farmed in the area, including citrus fruits, table grapes, vegetables, 
maize, wheat, cotton and livestock. The sector is characterised by two sub-sectors: large-scale, 
commercial agriculture around Groblersdal and Marble Hall, dominated primarily by white farmers;  
and black subsistence farmers dispersed throughout the district. Opportunities exist to expand the range 
of crops produced and to assist the growth of emerging framers. In respect of the latter, mentorship 
programmes utilising commercial farmers, as well as market access assistance are critical. 

 
Tourism Current tourism offerings include accommodation establishments and conference facilities; these cater 

mainly for domestic business travellers. Although the tourism sector’s contribution to the economy is 
marginal, the node’s proximity to Pretoria and Gauteng offers an opportunity to increase income from 
business tourism and conferences, in particular.   

 
Public sector performance: General observations 
 

� A sound LED framework and strategy is in place. In particular, there is a good understanding of opportunities along 
the mining value chain.  

� Challenges exist with respect to effective cooperation between different organisations within the government. 
 
Opportunities to facilitate economic growth 
 
Specific investment opportunities 

Bio-diesel production Estimated cost: n/a; Estimated jobs: 1,300 farmers and 60 plant workers  
Tunnel production of vegetables  Estimated cost: R1.5 million; Estimated jobs: 100 
Vegetable pack-house  Additional funding of R1.4 million is needed; Estimated jobs: 10  

  
General actions 

� Support businesses and SMMEs along the mining value chain; with the expected mining boom around Burgersfort, it 
is expected that many job opportunities will be created in supporting sectors such as catering, accommodation and 
retail. 

� Provide people with technical and engineering skills to limit mining companies recruiting workers from outside the 
node. 

Population 967,185  Rural population 97% 

Employment rate 14% (average for rural nodes: 
15%; average for SA: 33%) 

Min Grade 12 education 16% of population aged 20+ 

Potential labour pool* 53% of total population Access to electricity 
GDP per capita R 9,900 (Quantec)  

64% of households (average for rural 
nodes: 43%; average for SA: 70%) 


